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Intentional Torts Practice: Multiple Choice Questions to
Sharpen Your Skills

Are you ready to test your knowledge of intentional torts? Navigating the complexities of intentional
torts law can be challenging, but mastering this area is crucial for anyone studying law, preparing for
the bar exam, or simply seeking a deeper understanding of civil liability. This comprehensive guide
provides a series of multiple-choice questions designed to solidify your understanding of key concepts
and help you ace that upcoming exam or simply improve your legal acumen. Get ready to put your
knowledge to the test with these practice questions covering a range of intentional tort scenarios!

Understanding Intentional Torts: A Quick Refresher

Before diving into the multiple-choice questions, let's quickly revisit the core principles of intentional
torts. An intentional tort occurs when someone intentionally commits an act that causes harm to
another person. This differs from negligence, where harm is caused unintentionally through
carelessness. Intentional torts require a specific intent - the defendant must have acted with the
purpose of causing the harmful result or with knowledge that such a result was substantially certain
to occur.

Key elements typically include:

Act: A volitional movement by the defendant.

Intent: The defendant must have acted with the purpose of causing the harmful result or with
knowledge to a substantial certainty that such a result will occur.

Causation: The defendant's act must have been the actual and proximate cause of the plaintiff's
injury.

Damages: The plaintiff must have suffered some legally recognizable harm.

We'll cover various types of intentional torts throughout these practice questions, including:

Battery: Intentional harmful or offensive contact.

Assault: Intentional act causing reasonable apprehension of imminent harmful or offensive contact.
False Imprisonment: Intentional confinement without legal justification.

Defamation (Libel and Slander): Publication of false statements that harm another's reputation.
Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress (IIED): Intentional or reckless conduct causing severe
emotional distress.

Trespass to Land: Unauthorized entry onto another's property.

Trespass to Chattels: Interference with another's personal property.

Conversion: Serious interference with another's personal property, essentially the civil equivalent of
theft.



Intentional Torts Practice Multiple Choice Questions

Now let's get to the heart of the matter - the practice questions! Remember to consider all aspects of
the scenario before selecting your answer.

Question 1: John intentionally pushes Sarah, causing her to fall and break her arm. Which intentional
tort has John committed?

Assault

Battery

False Imprisonment
Defamation

a
b
C
d
Answer: b) Battery

Question 2: Maria threatens to punch David if he doesn't give her his wallet. David is terrified but
Maria doesn't actually touch him. Which intentional tort, if any, has Maria committed?

Battery

Assault

False Imprisonment
None of the above

a
b
C
d
Answer: b) Assault

Question 3: Peter locks Susan in a room for several hours without her consent. What intentional tort
has Peter committed?

Battery

Assault

False Imprisonment
Defamation

~— O~ ~— ~—

a
b
C
d
Answer: c) False Imprisonment

Question 4: A newspaper publishes a false article stating that Michael embezzled money from his
company. This false statement significantly harms Michael's reputation. Which intentional tort has the
newspaper committed?

Battery

Assault

False Imprisonment
Defamation

a)
b)
)
d)

Answer: d) Defamation



Question 5: Jennifer repeatedly calls and harasses her ex-boyfriend, Bob, causing him extreme
emotional distress. Which intentional tort might she be liable for?

a) Battery

b) Assault

c) Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress
d) Trespass to Land

Answer: c¢) Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress

Question 6: Without permission, David walks across Emily’s property. Which tort has David
committed?

a) Trespass to Chattels
b) Conversion

) Trespass to Land

d) Battery

Answer: c) Trespass to Land

Question 7: Sarah borrows Tom's car without permission and drives it recklessly, causing significant
damage. Which tort, at a minimum, has Sarah committed?

a) Trespass to Chattels
b) Conversion

c) Battery

d) Both a) and b)

Answer: d) Both a) and b) (Trespass to Chattels for the initial unauthorized use and Conversion due to
the significant damage).

Question 8: Mark intentionally damages John’s laptop by throwing it against the wall. Which tort has
Mark committed?

a) Trespass to Chattels
b) Conversion

) Battery

d) Assault

Answer: a) Trespass to Chattels (though arguably also conversion depending on the extent of the
damage).

Further Practice and Resources:
These are just a few examples to get you started. To further expand your understanding, consider

researching case studies related to each intentional tort. Look for summaries of significant court cases
to understand how these principles have been applied in practice. Reviewing your textbooks and legal



materials will also provide valuable additional support.
Conclusion

Mastering intentional torts requires understanding the specific elements of each tort and how they
apply in diverse factual scenarios. Through consistent practice and careful study, you can develop the
skills needed to analyze complex situations and apply the relevant legal principles accurately. We
hope these multiple-choice questions have helped sharpen your understanding and improved your
preparedness for any legal challenge involving intentional torts.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What is the difference between assault and battery?

Assault involves the apprehension of imminent harmful or offensive contact, while battery involves
the actual harmful or offensive contact itself. You can have battery without assault (e.g., being hit
from behind), but assault often precedes battery.

1. What is the significance of "intent" in intentional torts?

Intent is a crucial element. It doesn't require malice; rather, it requires that the defendant acted with
the purpose of causing the harm or with knowledge that harm was substantially certain to occur. This
distinguishes intentional torts from negligence.

1. Can a person be liable for more than one intentional tort at a time?

Yes, absolutely. A single action can sometimes give rise to liability for multiple intentional torts (as
seen in Question 7).

1. What are some common defenses to intentional torts?

Several defenses exist, including self-defense, defense of others, consent, and necessity. These
defenses negate the intent element or justify the actions taken.

1. Where can | find more practice questions on intentional torts?



Many legal study guides, bar exam prep materials, and online resources offer additional practice
questions and quizzes on intentional torts. Searching for “intentional torts practice questions” online
will yield many helpful results.

Additional Resources
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