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How To TeACH SPEAKING BY SCOTT THORNBURY: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

ARE YOU A TEACHER GRAPPLING WITH HOW TO EFFECTIVELY TEACH SPEAKING SKILLS? DO YOU FEEL LIKE YOUR STUDENTS
AREN'T PROGRESSING AS QUICKLY AS YOU'D LIKE? THEN YOU'VE COME TO THE RIGHT PLACE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE
DELVES INTO THE INSIGHTFUL METHODS PRESENTED BY RENOWNED EL T EXPERT SCOTT THORNBURY IN HIS WORK ON TEACHING
SPEAKING. WE'LL UNPACK HIS KEY PRINCIPLES, OFFERING PRACTICAL STRATEGIES AND EXAMPLES YOU CAN IMPLEMENT IN YOUR
CLASSROOM TOMORROW. GET READY TO TRANSFORM YOUR SPEAKING CLASSES AND UNLOCK YOUR STUDENTS' FLUENCY
POTENTIAL!

UNDERSTANDING THORNBURY'S APPROACH TO TEACHING SPEAKING

ScoTT THORNBURY, A HIGHLY INFLUENTIAL FIGURE IN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING (ELT), DOESN'T OFFER A SINGLE, RIGID
METHODOLOGY. INSTEAD, HIS WORK EMPHASIZES A NUANCED, LEARNER-CENTERED APPROACH THAT ACKNOWLEDGES THE
COMPLEXITY OF SPEAKING. HE REJECTS THE IDEA OF TEACHING SPEAKING AS A SET OF ISOLATED SKILLS TO BE MASTERED
INDIVIDUALLY. INSTEAD, HE CHAMPIONS A HOLISTIC VIEW, FOCUSING ON DEVELOPING FLUENCY AND COMMUNICATIVE
COMPETENCE.

THORNBURY HIGHLIGHTS THE CRUCIAL INTERPLAY BETWEEN FLUENCY AND ACCURACY. HE ARGUES AGAINST AN OVEREMPHASIS
ON GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY AT THE EXPENSE OF FLUENT COMMUNICATION. HE BELIEVES THAT FLUENCY, THE ABILITY TO SPEAK
EFFORTLESSLY AND SPONTANEOUSLY, IS THE FOUNDATION UPON WHICH ACCURACY CAN BE BUILT. THIS MEANS CREATING A
CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT WHERE STUDENTS FEEL COMFORTABLE TAKING RISKS, MAKING MISTAKES, AND LEARNING FROM THEM.

Key PRINCIPLES FROM THORNBURY'S W ORK

SEVERAL CORE PRINCIPLES UNDERPIN THORNBURY'S APPROACH:

1. Focus onN FLUENCY FIRST: THORNBURY ADVOCATES FOR PRIORITIZING FLUENCY ACTIVITIES. THIS INVOLVES CREATING
OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS TO SPEAK EXTENSIVELY, WITHOUT CONSTANT INTERRUPTION FOR GRAMMATICAL
CORRECTIONS. THINK OF ACTIVITIES LIKE ROLE-PLAYS, DISCUSSIONS, PRESENTATIONS, AND IMPROVISATIONS. THE GOAL
IS TO GET STUDENTS TALKING, BUILDING CONFIDENCE AND FLUENCY. ACCURACY CAN BE ADDRESSED LATER THROUGH
FOCUSED FEEDBACK.

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF MEANINGFUL INTERACTION: MERE REPETITION OR DRILLS ARE INSUFFICIENT FOR DEVELOPING GENUINE
SPEAKING SKILLS. THORNBURY STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF MEANINGFUL INTERACTION, WHERE STUDENTS ENGAGE IN
COMMUNICATION WITH A PURPOSE. THIS COULD INVOLVE COMPLETING TASKS COLLABORATIVELY, NEGOTIATING
MEANINGS, OR EXPRESSING PERSONAL OPINIONS. THE CONTEXT SHOULD BE ENGAGING AND RELEVANT TO THE LEARNERS'
LIVES.

1. SCAFFOLDING AND SUPPORT: THORNBURY ACKNOWLEDGES THAT LEARNERS REQUIRE VARYING LEVELS OF SUPPORT
DEPENDING ON THEIR PROFICIENCY. HE ADVOCATES FOR SCAFFOLDING, PROVIDING LEARNERS WITH THE NECESSARY TOOLS
AND STRUCTURES TO FACILITATE THEIR COMMUNICATION. THIS MIGHT INVOLVE PROVIDING SENTENCE STARTERS, VISUAL
AIDS, OR PRE-TEACHING KEY VOCABULARY. THE SCAFFOLDING SHOULD GRADUALLY BE WITHDRAWN AS LEARNERS GAIN
CONFIDENCE.



1. FEEDBACK AND REFLECTION: EFFECTIVE FEEDBACK IS CRUCIAL FOR IMPROVING SPEAKING SKILLS. THORNBURY SUGGESTS
FOCUSING ON BOTH FLUENCY AND ACCURACY, BUT PRIORITIZING FEEDBACK THAT PROMOTES IMPROVEMENT WITHOUT
DISCOURAGING STUDENTS. HE RECOMMENDS OFFERING FEEDBACK THAT IS SPECIFIC, CONSTRUCTIVE, AND FOCUSES ON
WHAT THE LEARNER CAN DO TO IMPROVE. ENCOURAGING SELF-REFLECTION THROUGH JOURNALING OR PEER FEEDBACK CAN
ALSO ENHANCE LEARNING.

1. THe RoLE oF THE TEACHER: THE TEACHER'S ROLE IN THORNBURY'S FRAMEWORK IS NOT JUST TO DELIVER INFORMATION
BUT TO FACILITATE LEARNING. THIS MEANS CREATING A SUPPORTIVE AND STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT, PROVIDING
APPROPRIATE SCAFFOLDING, OFFERING CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK, AND DESIGNING ENGAGING TASKS. THE TEACHER ACTS
AS A FACILITATOR, GUIDING LEARNERS RATHER THAN DICTATING INSTRUCTION.

PRACTICAL ACTIVITIES INSPIRED BY THORNBURY'S PRINCIPLES

LET'S TRANSLATE THESE PRINCIPLES INTO ACTIONABLE CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES:

INFORMATION GAP ACTIVITIES: THESE ACTIVITIES REQUIRE STUDENTS TO COLLABORATE TO SHARE INFORMATION, FORCING
THEM TO USE LANGUAGE NATURALLY. EXAMPLES INCLUDE JIGSAW READING, WHERE STUDENTS READ DIFFERENT PARTS OF A TEXT
AND THEN SHARE INFORMATION TO RECONSTRUCT THE WHOLE STORY.

RoLE-PLAYS AND SIMULATIONS: ROLE-PLAYS PROVIDE AUTHENTIC COMMUNICATIVE CONTEXTS. STUDENTS CAN PRACTICE
SPECIFIC LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS, SUCH AS MAKING COMPLAINTS, ORDERING FOOD, OR NEGOTIATING A DEAL. SIMULATIONS CAN
INVOLVE MORE COMPLEX SCENARIOS, REQUIRING PROBLEM~-SOLVING AND COLLABORATIVE COMMUNICATION.

DiscussioNs AND DEBATES: ENGAGING STUDENTS IN DISCUSSIONS ON RELEVANT TOPICS ENCOURAGES SPONTANEOUS SPEECH.
DEBATES CAN FURTHER CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO ARTICULATE THEIR VIEWPOINTS AND ENGAGE IN PERSUASIVE COMMUNICATION.

PRESENTATIONS AND STORYTELLING: GIVING PRESENTATIONS OR TELLING STORIES ALLOWS STUDENTS TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR
FLUENCY AND CREATIVITY. THESE ACTIVITIES CAN BE SCAFFOLDED WITH VISUAL AIDS OR OUTLINES TO SUPPORT LEARNERS.

COLLABORATIVE WRITING AND SPEAKING: COMBINING WRITING AND SPEAKING ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS COLLABORATIVELY WRITING
A STORY AND THEN PERFORMING IT, INTEGRATES DIFFERENT SKILLS AND PROMOTES DEEPER UNDERSTANDING.

INTEGRATING THORNBURY'S IDEAS INTO YOUR TEACHING

SUCCESSFULLY INTEGRATING THORNBURY'S IDEAS REQUIRES A SHIFT IN MINDSET. |T’S ABOUT MOVING AWAY FROM A PURELY
GRAMMAR-FOCUSED APPROACH AND EMBRACING A MORE COMMUNICATIVE, LEARNER-CENTERED METHODOLOGY. OBSERVE YOUR
STUDENTS, ASSESS THEIR NEEDS, AND ADAPT ACTIVITIES ACCORDINGLY. REMEMBER THAT MISTAKES ARE OPPORTUNITIES FOR
LEARNING, AND FLUENCY IS THE FOUNDATION FOR ACCURATE LANGUAGE USE. START SMALL, EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT
ACTIVITIES, AND OBSERVE THE IMPACT ON YOUR STUDENTS' SPEAKING SKILLS.

CoNcLUSION

TEACHING SPEAKING EFFECTIVELY REQUIRES A HOLISTIC APPROACH THAT PRIORITIZES FLUENCY, MEANINGFUL INTERACTION, AND
CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK. SCOTT THORNBURY'S WORK OFFERS A VALUABLE FRAMEWORK FOR ACHIEVING THIS. BY FOCUSING
ON LEARNER-CENTERED ACTIVITIES, PROVIDING APPROPRIATE SCAFFOLDING, AND FOSTERING A SUPPORTIVE CLASSROOM
ENVIRONMENT, YOU CAN SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE YOUR STUDENTS' SPEAKING SKILLS AND EMPOWER THEM TO COMMUNICATE
CONFIDENTLY AND EFFECTIVELY. EMBRACE THE PRINCIPLES OUTLINED ABOVE, ADAPT THEM TO YOUR OWN CONTEXT, AND WATCH
YOUR STUDENTS FLOURISH.



FAQs

1. How CAN | EFFECTIVELY PROVIDE FEEDBACK WITHOUT DISCOURAGING STUDENTS? FOCUS ON POSITIVE ASPECTS OF
THEIR PERFORMANCE FIRST, THEN OFFER SPECIFIC, ACTIONABLE SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENT. AVOID OVERWHELMING
STUDENTS WITH TOO MUCH CRITICISM AT ONCE.

1. WHAT IF MY STUDENTS ARE RELUCTANT TO SPEAK? CREATE A SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENT \WHERE
MISTAKES ARE SEEN AS LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. START WITH LOW-PRESSURE ACTIVITIES AND GRADUALLY INCREASE
THE CHALLENGE. USE PAIR WORK AND GROUP WORK TO REDUCE ANXIETY.

1. How cAN | ADAPT THORNBURY'S PRINCIPLES TO DIFFERENT LANGUAGE LEVELS? SCAFFOLD ACTIVITIES BASED ON YOUR
STUDENTS' PROFICIENCY. PROVIDE MORE SUPPORT FOR LOWER-LEVEL LEARNERS, AND GRADUALLY REDUCE SCAFFOLDING
AS THEIR SKILLS DEVELOP.

1. ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC RESOURCES YOU RECOMMEND FOR FURTHER READING ON THORNBURY'S APPROACH? EXPLORE
THORNBURY'S BOOKS, SUCH AS “ABOUT LANGUAGE,” “BEYOND THE SENTENCE,” AND “AN A-Z oF ELT.” ALso,
SEARCH FOR ARTICLES AND PRESENTATIONS BY HIM ONLINE.

1. How CAN | ASSESS STUDENTS' SPEAKING PROGRESS EFFECTIVELY? USE A COMBINATION OF METHODS, SUCH AS
OBSERVING STUDENT PERFORMANCE IN CLASS, USING RUBRICS TO ASSESS SPECIFIC SPEAKING SKILLS, AND EMPLOYING SELF
AND PEER ASSESSMENT. FOCUS ON BOTH FLUENCY AND ACCURACY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
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