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Crime Laboratory Manual: Processing Scene Workbook
– Your Ultimate Guide

Are you a budding forensic scientist eager to master crime scene investigation? Or perhaps a
seasoned professional looking to refine your techniques and stay updated with best practices? This
comprehensive guide, acting as your very own Crime Laboratory Manual: Processing Scene
Workbook, dives deep into the crucial aspects of processing a crime scene, offering a practical, step-
by-step approach to ensure thorough and accurate evidence collection. Forget vague textbooks –
we’ll provide a detailed, hands-on approach, transforming theory into actionable practice. This post
will serve as your ultimate resource, covering everything from initial assessment to final report
writing, making you a more efficient and effective crime scene investigator.

I. Initial Scene Assessment: Setting the Stage for Success

Before even stepping foot into the crime scene, preparation is paramount. This isn't just about
donning your personal protective equipment (PPE); it’s about mentally preparing for the task ahead.
Think of it as a pre-flight checklist for your investigation. Key elements include:

Understanding the Call: What type of crime are we dealing with? Homicide? Burglary? This dictates
the initial approach and the types of evidence to prioritize. A detailed briefing from dispatch is
crucial.

Securing the Perimeter: Establishing a secure perimeter prevents contamination and protects the
integrity of the evidence. This involves controlling access, designating entry and exit points, and
potentially deploying security personnel. Documentation of the perimeter is vital.

Preliminary Survey: A quick, initial walk-through helps to establish the overall scene layout, identify
potential hazards, and pinpoint key areas of interest. This survey should be meticulously
documented – sketches, photos, and notes are all essential.

Team Briefing: A clear briefing to the investigation team, outlining roles, responsibilities, and safety
protocols, ensures efficient and coordinated work. Communication is key to a successful scene
processing.

II. Documentation: The Cornerstone of a Strong Case

Thorough documentation is the backbone of any successful crime scene investigation. It’s not just
about taking photographs; it's about creating a comprehensive record that stands up in court. We
are talking about:

Photography: Detailed photographic documentation, including wide shots, medium shots, and close-



ups, is crucial. Remember to include scale markers for context and maintain a systematic approach
to avoid missing anything.

Videography: Video provides a dynamic perspective, capturing the scene's overall context and the
movements of the investigators. It adds another layer of evidence to your documentation.

Sketching: Accurate sketches, either hand-drawn or computer-generated, provide a visual
representation of the scene's layout, positioning of evidence, and measurements.

Note-Taking: Meticulous note-taking is crucial. Every detail, no matter how seemingly insignificant,
should be recorded. This includes time stamps, observations, and the chain of custody for each piece
of evidence.

III. Evidence Collection: Precision and Accuracy

Evidence collection is arguably the most critical phase. It demands precision, accuracy, and strict
adherence to chain-of-custody protocols. Remember, even the smallest detail can make or break a
case. This section covers:

Types of Evidence: Familiarize yourself with various types of evidence—biological (blood, DNA),
trace (fibers, hairs), impression (fingerprints, footprints), and digital evidence.

Proper Collection Techniques: Each type of evidence requires specific collection methods to
maintain its integrity. This includes using appropriate tools and packaging materials.

Chain of Custody: Maintaining an unbroken chain of custody is paramount. Every person who
handles the evidence must be documented, with signatures and dates recorded at each stage.

Packaging and Labeling: Proper packaging and labeling are crucial to prevent contamination and
ensure the evidence's integrity. Each piece of evidence needs individual packaging and labels with
relevant information.

IV. Crime Scene Reconstruction: Putting the Pieces Together

Once the scene has been processed and the evidence collected, the next crucial step is crime scene
reconstruction. This involves:

Analyzing the Evidence: Examining the collected evidence, combining it with the documentation,
and attempting to piece together the sequence of events.

Developing Hypotheses: Formulating hypotheses about how the crime occurred based on the
evidence and observations.

Testing Hypotheses: Using the evidence to test and refine the hypotheses.

Building a Narrative: Creating a coherent narrative of the events that transpired based on the
collected evidence and analysis.



V. Report Writing: Communicating Your Findings

Finally, a comprehensive report must be compiled. This serves as a permanent record of the
investigation and becomes a crucial piece of evidence for potential legal proceedings. Key aspects
are:

Clarity and Conciseness: The report must be easy to understand, clearly outlining the findings and
conclusions.

Accuracy and Objectivity: The report should be accurate and free of personal biases or opinions.

Complete Documentation: The report must provide a complete record of all aspects of the
investigation, including the methods used, the evidence collected, and the conclusions drawn.

Legal Considerations: The report must adhere to all relevant legal standards and protocols.

Conclusion

Mastering crime scene investigation requires a blend of theoretical knowledge and practical skills.
This Crime Laboratory Manual: Processing Scene Workbook aims to provide a detailed, step-by-step
guide to help you navigate each stage of the process, from initial assessment to final report writing.
By following these guidelines and continuously refining your techniques, you can become a more
proficient and effective crime scene investigator, contributing to the pursuit of justice.

FAQs

What are the most common mistakes made during crime scene processing? Common mistakes1.
include inadequate documentation, breaches in chain of custody, improper evidence collection,
and neglecting trace evidence.

How important is teamwork in crime scene investigation? Teamwork is essential. A1.
coordinated effort ensures efficiency, minimizes errors, and prevents contamination.

What are some advanced techniques used in modern crime scene investigation? Advanced1.
techniques include DNA analysis, digital forensics, and 3D crime scene reconstruction.

What legal ramifications can occur from improper crime scene processing? Improper1.
processing can lead to inadmissible evidence, compromised investigations, and even wrongful
convictions.



Where can I find further resources to enhance my knowledge of crime scene investigation?1.
Numerous online courses, professional organizations (like the American Academy of Forensic
Sciences), and specialized textbooks offer further learning opportunities.
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