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Certified Dialysis Nurse Exam Practice Questions: Ace
Your CDN Exam!

Are you a dedicated dialysis nurse preparing for the Certified Dialysis Nurse (CDN) exam? The thought
of this crucial certification test can be daunting, but with the right preparation, you can conquer it!
This comprehensive blog post provides you with a selection of certified dialysis nurse exam practice
guestions designed to sharpen your knowledge and boost your confidence. We'll cover key areas of
the exam, offering insights and explanations to help you understand the material thoroughly. Get
ready to put your skills to the test and prepare for exam day with the confidence you deserve.

Understanding the CDN Exam Structure

Before diving into the practice questions, let's briefly review the CDN exam's structure. Understanding
what to expect is half the battle. The exam tests your knowledge across various domains, including:

Key Areas Covered in the CDN Exam:

Dialysis Principles and Techniques: This section covers the fundamental principles of hemodialysis,
peritoneal dialysis, and other dialysis modalities. You'll need a strong grasp of fluid and electrolyte
balance, dialysis access management, and various complications.

Patient Assessment and Care: Accurate assessment of patients is crucial. This section assesses your
understanding of patient monitoring, recognizing and responding to complications, and providing
appropriate nursing care.

Dialysis Equipment and Technology: Familiarity with different dialysis machines, water treatment
systems, and associated equipment is essential. You should understand their functions,
troubleshooting procedures, and safety protocols.

Infection Control and Prevention: Infection control is paramount in dialysis settings. This section
evaluates your knowledge of infection control procedures, sterile techniques, and handling of
hazardous materials.

Medication Management and Calculations: Accurate medication administration and dosage

calculations are non-negotiable. You need to demonstrate competence in safe medication handling,
including understanding drug interactions and potential side effects.
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Now let's get to the heart of the matter - practice questions! Remember, these are examples and
don't represent the exact questions on the official exam. However, they highlight the types of
qguestions and the level of detail you should expect.

Question 1: A patient on hemodialysis experiences sudden hypotension during treatment. What is the
FIRST action you should take?

Administer normal saline bolus.
Increase the blood flow rate.
Decrease the dialysate flow rate.

a
b
C
d) Immediately stop the dialysis treatment.

)
)
)
)

Answer and Explanation: a) Administering a normal saline bolus is the first priority to address
hypotension. While the other options might be considered later, restoring blood volume is immediate.

Question 2: Which of the following is NOT a common complication associated with arteriovenous
fistulas (AVF)?

a) Thrombosis
b) Stenosis

c) Infection

d) Hypertension

Answer and Explanation: d) Hypertension is a common CAUSE of AVF creation, not a complication.
Thrombosis, stenosis, and infection are all significant potential complications.

Question 3: A patient presents with signs of hyperkalemia. Which of the following dialysis parameters
should be considered to manage this?

Increase the dialysate sodium concentration
Increase the dialysate potassium concentration
Decrease the dialysate calcium concentration
Increase the dialysis blood flow rate
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Answer and Explanation: d) Increasing the dialysis blood flow rate increases the efficiency of
potassium removal. Adjusting dialysate concentrations should be done under careful physician
supervision and based on specific patient needs.

Question 4: What is the most important step in preventing infection in a hemodialysis unit?

) Using sterile gloves

) Proper hand hygiene

) Disinfecting the dialysis machine after each use
)

a
b
C
d) Using disposable supplies



Answer and Explanation: b) While all options are important, proper and frequent hand hygiene is the
cornerstone of infection prevention.

Question 5: A patient complains of severe muscle cramps during dialysis. What is a likely cause, and
what initial action should you take?

Hypocalcemia; administer calcium gluconate

Hyperkalemia; administer sodium bicarbonate

Hypovolemia; administer normal saline
Hypernatremia; restrict fluids

Answer and Explanation: a) Muscle cramps are often associated with hypocalcemia. Administering
calcium gluconate can help alleviate the cramps.

Preparing for Success: Tips and Resources

Beyond practice questions, effective preparation involves a multi-pronged approach:
Review Your Course Materials: Thoroughly revisit your textbooks, lecture notes, and any other study
materials.

Utilize Practice Exams: Many resources offer practice exams to help you familiarize yourself with the
exam format and content.

Form Study Groups: Collaborating with fellow nursing students can provide support, enhance
understanding, and promote effective learning.

Seek Mentorship: Experienced CDN nurses can offer valuable guidance and insights into the exam
process.

Conclusion

Passing the Certified Dialysis Nurse exam is a significant achievement that demonstrates your
expertise and commitment to patient care. By utilizing practice questions, reviewing key concepts,
and engaging in strategic study habits, you can significantly improve your chances of success.
Remember, consistent effort and focused preparation are key to acing the exam!

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: Where can | find additional certified dialysis nurse exam practice questions?

Al: Several online resources and review books offer comprehensive practice questions and
simulations. Check with your nursing school or professional organizations for recommendations.



Q2: How many questions are on the actual CDN exam?

A2: The exact number of questions can vary, but you should expect a substantial number of multiple-
choice questions covering the entire curriculum.

Q3: What is the passing score for the CDN exam?

A3: The passing score is set by the certifying body and is not publicly released. Focus on mastering
the content rather than aiming for a specific score.

Q4: Can | retake the CDN exam if | fail?

A4: Yes, most certifying bodies allow for retakes after a waiting period. Use the opportunity to
reassess your study methods and areas needing improvement.

Q5: How long is the CDN certification valid?

A5: CDN certifications typically have a renewal period, often requiring continuing education credits to
maintain certification. Check with the certifying organization for specific requirements.

Additional Resources
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