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Before the Flood Worksheet: A Deep Dive into
Environmental Action

Are you a teacher looking for engaging materials to discuss climate change with your students? Or
perhaps a student yourself, needing a structured way to process the powerful documentary, "Before
the Flood"? This blog post provides you with everything you need – a comprehensive guide, insightful
discussion points, and even a downloadable template to create your own personalized "Before the
Flood" worksheet. We’ll explore the film's key themes, offer prompts for critical thinking, and help you
turn this impactful documentary into a meaningful learning experience. Let’s dive in!

Understanding the Urgency: Key Themes in "Before the
Flood"

Leonardo DiCaprio's "Before the Flood" isn't just a documentary; it's a wake-up call. The film
powerfully illustrates the devastating effects of climate change, showcasing its impact on various
ecosystems and communities worldwide. To truly grasp the film's message, let's explore its core
themes:

1. The Scientific Consensus on Climate Change:

The film presents a compelling case for the overwhelming scientific consensus on anthropogenic
(human-caused) climate change. It highlights the undeniable evidence—rising sea levels, melting
glaciers, extreme weather events—and dispels common myths surrounding climate change denial. A
good worksheet should include questions prompting students to reflect on the scientific evidence
presented and its implications.

2. The Political and Economic Barriers to Action:

"Before the Flood" doesn't shy away from the complex political and economic factors hindering
climate action. It exposes the influence of powerful lobbying groups and the challenges of
transitioning away from fossil fuels. Your worksheet should encourage critical analysis of these power
dynamics and their impact on environmental policies.

3. Individual and Collective Responsibility:

The film stresses the importance of both individual actions and collective responsibility in combating
climate change. It highlights the power of consumer choices, sustainable practices, and political
engagement in driving systemic change. Encourage students to think about their own carbon footprint
and how they can contribute to a more sustainable future.



4. Solutions and Hope:

While highlighting the gravity of the situation, "Before the Flood" also presents viable solutions and
inspires hope. It showcases innovative technologies, sustainable practices, and the growing global
movement for environmental protection. A strong worksheet will include questions prompting
students to brainstorm and discuss potential solutions.

Creating Your "Before the Flood" Worksheet: A Step-
by-Step Guide

Now, let's craft a worksheet that truly helps your students engage with the film's message. Here's a
suggested structure:

Section 1: Pre-Viewing Activities

Introduction: Briefly introduce the film and its director, Leonardo DiCaprio.
Key Concepts: Define essential terms like "climate change," "carbon footprint," "renewable energy,"
and "sustainability."
Discussion Prompts: Pose questions to stimulate pre-viewing thought, such as: "What are your
existing thoughts on climate change?", "What are some of the environmental challenges facing the
world today?".

Section 2: During and Post-Viewing Activities

Scene Summaries: Assign specific scenes for students to summarize, focusing on key events and
arguments.
Character Analysis: Analyze the perspectives and roles of different individuals featured in the film
(scientists, activists, politicians).
Critical Thinking Questions: Develop thought-provoking questions that challenge students to analyze
the film’s arguments and evidence. Examples: "How convincing was the scientific evidence
presented?", "What are the ethical implications of inaction on climate change?".
Fact-Checking: Encourage students to research claims made in the film and verify their accuracy
using reputable sources.

Section 3: Action and Reflection

Personal Reflection: Prompt students to reflect on their personal relationship with the environment
and their contribution to climate change.
Action Plan: Encourage students to brainstorm specific actions they can take to reduce their
environmental impact.
Advocacy and Engagement: Discuss ways students can advocate for climate action within their
communities and beyond.



Downloadable Worksheet Template (Coming Soon!)

We're working on creating a downloadable worksheet template based on the structure above. Check
back soon for this valuable resource! In the meantime, use this blog post as your guide to create your
own customized worksheet.

Conclusion

"Before the Flood" serves as a crucial educational tool to raise awareness about climate change. By
using a well-structured worksheet, you can transform this powerful documentary into a highly
effective learning experience. Remember to encourage critical thinking, reflection, and action –
empowering students to become informed and engaged citizens in the fight for a sustainable future.

FAQs

Q1: What age group is this worksheet suitable for?

A1: This worksheet can be adapted for various age groups, from middle school to college level. Adjust
the complexity of the questions and activities to suit your students' understanding.

Q2: Can I use this worksheet for independent study?

A2: Absolutely! The worksheet is designed to encourage individual reflection and critical thinking,
making it ideal for independent study.

Q3: Where can I find the full documentary "Before the Flood"?

A3: You can often find "Before the Flood" on streaming platforms like Netflix or National Geographic's
streaming service. Check their respective catalogs for availability.

Q4: Are there alternative resources to supplement the worksheet?

A4: Yes! Consider incorporating articles, infographics, and interactive online resources about climate
change to enrich the learning experience.

Q5: How can I assess student understanding after using the worksheet?

A5: Use a combination of written responses, class discussions, and presentations to gauge student
comprehension and engagement with the film’s themes. You can also design a short quiz based on
the key concepts covered in the worksheet.
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