
worksheet on linear functions

Worksheet on Linear Functions: Master the Slope and Intercept

Are you struggling to grasp the concepts of linear functions? Do equations like y = mx + b leave you feeling
lost? Then you've come to the right place! This comprehensive guide provides a detailed worksheet on linear
functions, complete with explanations and examples to help you conquer this crucial math topic. We'll cover
everything from identifying linear functions to graphing them and solving real-world problems. Get ready to
transform your understanding of linear functions and boost your math skills!

Understanding Linear Functions: The Basics

Before diving into the worksheet, let's refresh our understanding of linear functions. At its core, a linear
function represents a straight line on a graph. Its defining characteristic is a constant rate of change, meaning
that for every unit increase in the x-value, the y-value changes by a consistent amount. This constant rate of
change is known as the slope (represented by 'm' in the equation y = mx + b). The 'b' in the equation represents the
y-intercept, which is the point where the line crosses the y-axis (where x = 0).

A linear function can be represented in several ways:

Equation: y = mx + b (slope-intercept form)
Graph: A straight line
Table of values: A set of ordered pairs (x, y) that satisfy the equation

Understanding these representations is key to tackling the problems in our worksheet.

Worksheet on Linear Functions: Part 1 - Identifying Linear Functions

Instructions: Determine whether each of the following relationships represents a linear function. Explain your
reasoning.

Relationship A: {(1, 2), (2, 4), (3, 6), (4, 8)}1.

Relationship B: {(1, 1), (2, 4), (3, 9), (4, 16)}2.

Equation C: y = 3x - 53.

Equation D: y = x² + 24.

Table E:5.

| x | y |
|---|---|
| -2 | 1 |
| -1 | 3 |
| 0 | 5 |
| 1 | 7 |



Solutions and Explanations:

Linear: The y-value increases by 2 for every unit increase in x. This constant rate of change indicates a1.
linear function.

Non-linear: The y-value increases by different amounts for each unit increase in x (3, 5, 7). This shows a2.
non-constant rate of change.

Linear: This is in the slope-intercept form (y = mx + b) and clearly represents a linear function.3.

Non-linear: The presence of x² indicates a quadratic function, not a linear one.4.

Linear: The y-value increases by 2 for every unit increase in x, demonstrating a constant rate of change5.
and linearity.

Worksheet on Linear Functions: Part 2 - Finding Slope and Y-Intercept

Instructions: Find the slope (m) and y-intercept (b) for each of the following linear functions.

y = 2x + 71.

y = -3x + 12.

y = x - 43.

2x + 4y = 8 (Hint: rearrange into y = mx + b form)4.

Given points (2, 5) and (4, 9), find the slope and then the equation of the line.5.

Solutions and Explanations:

m = 2, b = 71.

m = -3, b = 12.

m = 1, b = -43.

Rearranging gives y = -0.5x + 2; therefore m = -0.5, b = 24.

Slope (m) = (9 - 5) / (4 - 2) = 2. Using the point-slope form, y - 5 = 2(x - 2), which simplifies to y = 2x +5.
1. Therefore, m = 2, b = 1.

Worksheet on Linear Functions: Part 3 – Graphing Linear Functions

Instructions: Graph the following linear functions:

y = 3x - 11.



y = -x + 42.

y = 23.

Solutions and Explanations: For each function, start by plotting the y-intercept (the 'b' value). Then, use the
slope (the 'm' value) to find other points on the line. For example, in y = 3x -1, start at (0, -1) and then move
up 3 units and to the right 1 unit to find another point (1, 2), and so on. Remember that a horizontal line (like y
= 2) has a slope of zero.

Worksheet on Linear Functions: Part 4 - Real-World Applications

Instructions: Solve the following real-world problem involving linear functions.

A taxi charges a $3 initial fee plus $2 per mile. Write a linear function to represent the total cost (y) based
on the number of miles (x). Then, determine the total cost for a 10-mile ride.

Solution and Explanation:

The linear function is y = 2x + 3. Substituting x = 10, we get y = 2(10) + 3 = $23. Therefore, a 10-mile ride
costs $23.

Conclusion

This worksheet provided a thorough exploration of linear functions, covering identification, slope and y-
intercept calculations, graphing, and real-world applications. By working through these examples, you should
now have a much stronger grasp of this fundamental mathematical concept. Remember to practice regularly –
the more you work with linear functions, the more confident you'll become!

FAQs

What if the equation isn't in slope-intercept form? You can often rearrange the equation algebraically1.
to get it into the y = mx + b form.

How do I graph a linear function if only given two points? Plot the points and draw a straight line1.
through them.

What does a negative slope mean? A negative slope indicates that as the x-value increases, the y-value1.
decreases (the line slopes downwards from left to right).

Can a vertical line be represented by a linear function? No, a vertical line has an undefined slope and1.
cannot be represented by the equation y = mx + b.



Where can I find more practice problems? Many online resources and textbooks offer additional1.
worksheets and practice problems on linear functions. Search for "linear function practice problems" to
find numerous options.
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