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William O'Neil: How to Make Money in Stocks – A CAN SLIM

Approach

Have you ever dreamed of consistently beating the market and building significant wealth through

stock investing? Many investors chase get-rich-quick schemes, only to find themselves losing money.

But what if there was a proven, systematic approach, backed by decades of research and real-world

success? That's precisely what William O'Neil's CAN SLIM investing strategy offers. This

comprehensive guide delves into the core principles of William O'Neil's methodology, helping you

understand how to make money in stocks using his time-tested approach. We'll break down each

element of CAN SLIM, providing practical examples and actionable insights to empower your investing

journey.

Understanding the CAN SLIM Investing System

William O'Neil, founder of Investor's Business Daily (IBD) and a highly successful investor, developed

CAN SLIM based on years of analyzing market-beating stocks. It's not a get-rich-quick scheme; it's a

disciplined, research-intensive approach that requires patience and dedication. CAN SLIM isn't a magic

formula guaranteeing riches, but it provides a robust framework for making informed investment

decisions. The acronym CAN SLIM represents key characteristics of successful stocks:

C – Current Quarterly Earnings: Look for companies demonstrating significant increases in quarterly

earnings. This signifies strong growth and momentum. A consistent upward trend in earnings is a

powerful indicator of future success. Don't just focus on the absolute numbers; look for substantial

percentage increases compared to previous quarters.

A – Annual Earnings Increases: Sustained growth over multiple years is crucial. A single quarter of



strong earnings isn't enough; you need evidence of consistent, upward trending annual earnings

growth. This demonstrates the company's long-term potential and stability. Consider the company's

history and its future prospects.

N – New Products, New Management, New Highs: Innovation and leadership changes can be powerful

catalysts for stock growth. A company launching a groundbreaking new product or bringing in a highly

experienced management team can signal a period of accelerated growth. New highs in stock price

also show strong market confidence.

S – Supply and Demand: Analyze the stock's trading volume. High volume on upward price

movements confirms strong buying pressure, while low volume can indicate weakness. Understand the

relationship between price and volume – high volume accompanying price increases is a positive sign.

L – Leader or Laggard: Invest in leading stocks within their industries, not laggards. Identify the top

performers in their sectors. These companies often show superior growth and market share. Avoid

companies struggling to keep up with the competition.

I – Institutional Sponsorship: Track institutional ownership. Large institutional investors, such as mutual

funds and pension funds, often conduct extensive research before investing. Their involvement signals

confidence in the company's potential.

M – Market Direction: Consider the overall market trend. It's difficult to consistently make money in

individual stocks if the broader market is declining. Pay attention to market indices and economic

indicators. Timing your investments to coincide with a bullish market significantly increases your

chances of success.

Practical Application of CAN SLIM: Finding and Evaluating Stocks

The CAN SLIM methodology isn't just about checking boxes; it's about understanding the underlying

principles. Here's how you can practically apply it:



Screen for Stocks: Use stock screeners (available through many online brokerage platforms) to1.

filter for companies meeting the CAN SLIM criteria. This will significantly narrow down your

potential investment options.

Deep Dive Research: Don't just rely on the screener results. Conduct thorough due diligence on1.

any company that catches your eye. Review financial statements, read analyst reports, and

understand the company's business model.

Chart Analysis: Utilize chart patterns to identify potential entry and exit points. Learn to interpret1.

price and volume data to gauge market sentiment and momentum.

Risk Management: Never invest more than you can afford to lose. Diversify your portfolio to1.

mitigate risk. Set stop-loss orders to protect your investments from significant losses.

Patience and Discipline: Investing with CAN SLIM requires patience and discipline. Don't panic-1.

sell during temporary market downturns. Stick to your investment strategy and wait for your

stocks to reach their potential.

Beyond the Acronym: The Importance of Continuous Learning



Successfully applying CAN SLIM involves continuous learning and adaptation. The market is

constantly evolving, and so should your investment approach. Stay updated on economic trends,

industry news, and new investment strategies. Regularly review your portfolio and adjust your holdings

as needed. Consider reading O'Neil's book, How to Make Money in Stocks, for a deeper

understanding of his methodology.

Conclusion

William O'Neil's CAN SLIM investing strategy provides a structured, research-driven approach to

making money in stocks. While it doesn't guarantee success, it offers a powerful framework for making

informed investment decisions. By carefully applying the CAN SLIM principles and consistently refining

your approach, you significantly increase your chances of achieving your financial goals. Remember

that success in investing requires discipline, patience, and continuous learning. Don't be afraid to seek

professional advice if needed.

FAQs

Is CAN SLIM suitable for beginner investors? While CAN SLIM provides a structured approach,1.

it requires a solid understanding of financial statements and market analysis. Beginners may find

it beneficial to start with simpler strategies and gradually incorporate CAN SLIM principles as

their knowledge grows.

How often should I review my investments using the CAN SLIM criteria? Regularly review your1.

investments, ideally at least quarterly, to ensure they still align with the CAN SLIM criteria.

Market conditions change, and companies' performance can fluctuate.



Can I use CAN SLIM to invest in all types of stocks? CAN SLIM is primarily designed for growth1.

stocks exhibiting strong earnings momentum. It may not be as suitable for value stocks or other

investment styles.

What are some resources for learning more about CAN SLIM? Besides William O'Neil's book,1.

"How to Make Money in Stocks," you can find numerous online resources, courses, and

communities dedicated to discussing and applying the CAN SLIM methodology.

Is it necessary to use technical analysis with CAN SLIM? While not strictly required, technical1.

analysis, particularly chart analysis, can enhance the effectiveness of the CAN SLIM approach

by helping you identify optimal entry and exit points for your investments. Combining

fundamental and technical analysis often provides a more comprehensive understanding of

market dynamics.
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