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Transitive and Intransitive Verbs Worksheets with
Answers: Master Grammar with Ease!

Are you struggling to help your students (or yourself!) grasp the difference between
transitive and intransitive verbs? Do endless explanations leave everyone feeling
confused? Then you've come to the right place! This post provides a comprehensive guide
to understanding transitive and intransitive verbs, complete with downloadable
worksheets and answer keys. We’'ll break down the concepts in a clear, easy-to-understand
way, making mastering these grammar concepts a breeze. Get ready to conquer transitive
and intransitive verbs once and for all!

What are Transitive and Intransitive Verbs?

Before diving into worksheets, let's clarify the core concepts. A verb is a word that
describes an action or a state of being. But some verbs act differently than others. This is
where the terms "transitive" and "intransitive" come in.

A transitive verb is a verb that needs a direct object to complete its meaning. The direct
object receives the action of the verb. Think of it like this: the verb "throws" needs
something to be thrown. "John throws the ball." Here, "ball" is the direct object, receiving
the action of throwing. Without the direct object, the sentence feels incomplete.

An intransitive verb is a verb that doesn't need a direct object. The action is complete
within itself. For example, "The bird sings." The bird is singing, but the singing doesn't act
upon anything else. There's no direct object.

Identifying Transitive and Intransitive Verbs: A Simple
Trick

One simple way to identify a transitive verb is to ask "What?" or "Whom?" after the verb. If
you get a meaningful answer, you've likely found a direct object, indicating a transitive
verb. Let's look at some examples:

Transitive: The chef prepared (what?) the meal. (Meal is the direct object)

Transitive: The dog chased (whom?) the squirrel. (Squirrel is the direct object)
Intransitive: The baby sleeps. (Asking "What?" or "Whom?" doesn't make sense here.)
Intransitive: The sun sets. (No direct object needed)

Some verbs can be both transitive and intransitive depending on the context. Consider the



verb "run":

Transitive: She runs the company. (Company is the direct object)
Intransitive: He runs every morning. (No direct object)

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs Worksheets: Level 1
(Beginner)

(Downloadable worksheet 1 here - This section would include a downloadable PDF with
simple sentences requiring identification of transitive or intransitive verbs. The answer
key would be in a separate downloadable PDF)

This worksheet focuses on simple sentences with clear examples of transitive and
intransitive verbs. Students identify the verb in each sentence and determine whether it's
transitive or intransitive. This helps build a foundational understanding before moving to
more complex examples.

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs Worksheets: Level 2
(Intermediate)

(Downloadable worksheet 2 here - This section would include a downloadable PDF with
more complex sentences, potentially including sentences with more than one verb or
prepositional phrases to make identification slightly more challenging. The answer key
would be in a separate downloadable PDF)

Level 2 introduces more complex sentence structures. Students will encounter sentences
with multiple verbs and prepositional phrases, requiring a more nuanced understanding to
correctly identify transitive and intransitive verbs. This level builds critical thinking skills
and enhances the understanding of sentence construction.

Transitive and Intransitive Verbs Worksheets: Level 3
(Advanced)

(Downloadable worksheet 3 here - This section would include a downloadable PDF with
challenging sentences, possibly including passive voice or idiomatic expressions. The
answer key would be in a separate downloadable PDF)

The advanced worksheet presents challenging sentences, including those using the
passive voice and idiomatic expressions. Students will need to analyze the sentence
structure thoroughly to identify the verb and its object(s) accurately. This level prepares
students for more advanced grammar concepts and reinforces their comprehension of
transitive and intransitive verbs in diverse contexts.

Beyond the Worksheets: Reinforcing Understanding

These worksheets are designed to be tools to help understand and practice identifying



transitive and intransitive verbs. To further reinforce learning, try these strategies:

Sentence Creation: Have students create their own sentences using both transitive and
intransitive verbs. This actively engages them with the material.

Real-World Examples: Find examples of transitive and intransitive verbs in books,
newspapers, or online articles. This shows the practical application of these grammatical
concepts in real-life writing.

Collaborative Learning: Students can work together to solve the worksheets and discuss
different interpretations of sentences.

Conclusion

Mastering the difference between transitive and intransitive verbs is a crucial step in
improving grammar skills. By using these worksheets and applying the strategies
mentioned above, students (and adults alike) can build a solid understanding of this
fundamental grammatical concept. Remember, practice makes perfect! Download the
worksheets and start your grammar journey today.

FAQs

1. Are there any verbs that are always transitive? No, there aren't verbs that are always
transitive. Many verbs can function as both transitive and intransitive depending on
context.

1. What about linking verbs? Are they transitive or intransitive? Linking verbs (like "is,"
"are," "seems," "becomes") are neither transitive nor intransitive. They connect the
subject to a subject complement, rather than showing action.

1. Can a sentence have both a transitive and an intransitive verb? Yes, a single
sentence can contain both. For example: "She sings beautifully and plays the piano
expertly." "Sings" is intransitive, "plays" is transitive (with "piano" as the direct
object).

1. Is there a difference in the way transitive and intransitive verbs are used in different
tenses? The tense of the verb doesn't change whether it is transitive or intransitive.
The categorization depends solely on whether the verb takes a direct object.



1. Where can I find more resources to help me learn about transitive and intransitive
verbs? Many online grammar resources and textbooks provide further explanations
and exercises. You can also search for videos and interactive lessons on these topics.
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