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The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand:
New Era of Speedy Transcription

Are you a student of shorthand, a seasoned transcriber, or simply fascinated by the history
and efficiency of this remarkable writing system? Then buckle up, because we're diving
deep into the world of the Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand, New Era. This
comprehensive guide will explore its features, benefits, and how it can revolutionize your
shorthand journey. We'll unravel its historical significance, delve into its practical
applications, and address common queries to empower you with a complete
understanding. Let's unlock the secrets to faster, more accurate transcription with this
invaluable resource.

A Brief History and the Significance of the "New Era"

The Pitman shorthand system, developed by Sir Isaac Pitman in the 19th century, has
stood the test of time. Its elegant simplicity and phonetic foundation have made it a
popular choice for generations of writers and reporters. While various editions and
revisions have emerged over the years, the "New Era" represents a significant milestone.
This version often incorporates updated vocabulary, reflects modern linguistic changes,
and streamlines the system for increased efficiency. This isn’t just a simple update; it’s a
thoughtful refinement of a classic system designed for the modern world. The changes
reflect the evolving nature of the English language and the needs of contemporary
shorthand users. Think of it as a classic car given a modern engine - the elegance remains,
but the performance is significantly enhanced.

Understanding the Structure and Content of the
Dictionary

The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand, New Era, unlike a standard English
dictionary, provides a dual approach. It doesn't just list words; it also meticulously
presents their corresponding shorthand outlines. This integrated format is a game-
changer. Instead of needing to consult separate resources, you have both the word’s
spelling and its concise shorthand representation readily available in one convenient
volume. This streamlined access significantly accelerates the learning process and
enhances practical application.

Furthermore, the dictionary typically includes:

Comprehensive Word List: Covering a vast range of vocabulary, including common words,
technical terms, and abbreviations. The sheer breadth of the word list ensures you are



equipped to handle diverse transcription tasks.

Detailed Shorthand Outlines: Precisely illustrated shorthand forms for each word,
ensuring accuracy and consistency. The clear presentation makes learning and
memorization straightforward.

Grammatical Guidance: Often includes explanations of grammatical contractions and
phrasing, further enhancing shorthand speed and efficiency. Understanding these nuances
is vital for accurate and fluent transcription.

Phonetic Key: A detailed key that provides a guide to the sounds and symbols used in the
Pitman shorthand system. This is especially helpful for beginners.

Practical Examples: Many dictionaries include practical examples of sentences and
phrases to showcase how the shorthand system works in context.

Why Choose the Pitman Dictionary of English and
Shorthand, New Era?

There are several reasons why this dictionary is a preferred choice for many shorthand
enthusiasts and professionals:

Accuracy and Reliability: The meticulously researched and edited content ensures
accuracy in both the English word and its shorthand representation. This is vital for
professional transcription where precision is paramount.

Time-Saving: The integrated design reduces the time spent flipping between dictionaries
and shorthand manuals, making the transcription process significantly faster and more
efficient.

Enhanced Learning: The clear structure and presentation make learning the Pitman
shorthand system more accessible and less daunting, even for beginners.

Modernized System: The "New Era" version is a reflection of contemporary linguistic
developments, ensuring relevance and continued usefulness.

Professional Standard: It is often considered a professional standard, demonstrating
commitment to quality and precision.

Beyond the Dictionary: Mastering Pitman Shorthand

While the dictionary is a cornerstone resource, mastering Pitman shorthand demands
more than just memorizing outlines. Effective use requires consistent practice, diligent
study, and a dedication to refining your skills. Consider supplementing the dictionary with:

Practice Exercises: Regularly practicing writing and transcribing will reinforce your
memory and improve your speed and accuracy.

Shorthand Software: Modern software can help with practicing and even offer
transcription support.

Coursework: Formal training can provide structured learning and expert guidance.
Real-World Application: Applying your skills in real-world situations (like taking notes
during lectures or meetings) is crucial for building confidence and proficiency.

Conclusion

The Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand, New Era is more than just a reference



book; it's a key to unlocking a faster, more efficient way of recording and transcribing
information. Its comprehensive content, user-friendly design, and updated system make it
an indispensable tool for students, professionals, and anyone looking to embrace the
elegance and efficiency of Pitman shorthand. Invest in this resource, dedicate yourself to
practice, and you'll be well on your way to mastering a skill that will serve you well for
years to come.

FAQs

1. Is the "New Era" significantly different from older Pitman dictionaries? Yes, the
"New Era" typically incorporates updated vocabulary, reflects modern linguistic
changes, and features streamlined shorthand forms for increased efficiency.

1. Can I use this dictionary even if I'm a beginner? Absolutely! The clear structure,
phonetic key, and detailed explanations make it suitable for beginners, while its
comprehensive nature makes it valuable for advanced users as well.

1. Where can I purchase the Pitman Dictionary of English and Shorthand, New Era?
You can typically find it online through major book retailers, specialized shorthand
supply stores, and possibly at libraries.

1. Are there any online resources to supplement the dictionary? Yes, several websites
and online communities dedicated to Pitman shorthand offer practice exercises,
tutorials, and forums for support and discussion.

1. Is Pitman shorthand still relevant in the digital age? While digital recording is
prevalent, Pitman shorthand remains valuable for situations requiring quick note-
taking, precise transcription where audio isn't ideal, and as a highly transferable
skill. The ability to quickly take accurate notes is still highly valued in various
professions.

Additional Resources
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