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Are you a Bible student, theologian, or simply someone fascinated by the life
and teachings of Jesus? Do you crave a deeper understanding of Matthew's
Gospel, often considered the foundational text of the New Testament? Then
you've come to the right place. This comprehensive blog post delves into the
acclaimed New International Commentary on the New Testament (NICNT) volume on
the Gospel of Matthew, offering a detailed overview of its contents, its
strengths, and how it can enrich your study of this pivotal biblical book.
We'll explore its historical context, theological perspectives, and literary
analysis, providing you with the tools to engage with Matthew’s Gospel on a
whole new level. Prepare to embark on a journey of insightful discovery as we
unpack The Gospel of Matthew: New International Commentary on the New
Testament.

Understanding the NICNT Series and its Approach to
Matthew

The New International Commentary on the New Testament is a highly respected
series known for its rigorous scholarship and accessibility. It’s not just a
collection of summaries; each volume provides in-depth commentary, examining
the text verse by verse with careful attention to historical, literary, and
theological contexts. The NICNT on Matthew, typically authored by a single
respected scholar (the specific author varies with edition), isn't intended
for a purely devotional audience. Instead, it caters to serious students of
scripture who desire a thorough, critical, and nuanced understanding. This
commentary is characterized by its:

Detailed Exegesis: The commentary painstakingly dissects each passage,
explaining the original Greek, exploring various interpretations, and
considering the historical and cultural background.
Grammatical Analysis: Expect a careful examination of grammar and syntax,
crucial for unlocking the precise meaning of the text.
Theological Depth: The commentary doesn't shy away from complex theological
issues raised in Matthew, offering insightful analysis and various
interpretations within the broader Christian theological landscape.
Scholarly Rigor: While aiming for clarity, the NICNT maintains a high
standard of academic integrity, referencing relevant scholarly works and



engaging with differing perspectives.

Key Themes Explored in the NICNT Matthew Commentary

The Gospel of Matthew, unlike Mark or Luke, presents a very structured and
thematically rich narrative. The NICNT commentary effectively highlights
these key themes, including:

The Kingship of Jesus: Matthew consistently portrays Jesus as the long-
awaited Messiah, the King of the Jews. The commentary will explore how this
theme is woven throughout the narrative, from the genealogy to the triumphant
entry into Jerusalem and the crucifixion.
The Kingdom of God: The concept of the Kingdom of God is central to Matthew's
Gospel. The commentary will unpack the meaning of the Kingdom, its
implications for both the present and future, and how it intersects with the
life and teachings of Jesus.
The Law and the Fulfillment: Matthew addresses the relationship between the
Jewish Law and Jesus' teachings, highlighting how Jesus fulfills and
transcends the Law while still upholding its moral principles. The commentary
will delve into this complex relationship and its significance for
understanding Jesus' ministry.
Discipleship and Following Jesus: Matthew emphasizes the call to discipleship
and the challenges faced by those who choose to follow Jesus. The commentary
will explore the characteristics of true discipleship and the demands placed
upon followers of Christ.
The Church and its Mission: Matthew concludes with the Great Commission,
outlining the mission of the Church to make disciples of all nations. The
commentary will analyze this crucial passage and its implications for the
Church throughout history.

Utilizing the NICNT on Matthew in Your Studies

The NICNT on Matthew isn't meant to be read cover-to-cover like a novel. It’s
a resource to be consulted and used as a tool for deeper understanding. Here
are some effective ways to utilize this commentary:

Verse-by-Verse Study: Use the commentary to illuminate difficult passages,
gain a deeper understanding of the Greek text, and explore various
interpretations.
Thematic Study: Focus on specific themes like the Kingdom of God or the
nature of discipleship, tracing their development throughout the Gospel using
the commentary's insights.
Comparative Study: Compare the NICNT's interpretation with other commentaries
and scholarly works to broaden your perspective.
Sermon Preparation: Pastors and preachers can leverage the NICNT's insightful
analysis for sermon preparation, ensuring a well-researched and theologically
sound message.



Beyond the Text: Engaging with the Broader Context

To truly appreciate the NICNT's interpretation of Matthew, it's beneficial to
consider the broader historical and literary context. This involves
understanding:

The First-Century Jewish World: Understanding the socio-political and
religious landscape of first-century Palestine is vital to grasp Matthew's
message. The commentary will provide helpful insights into this context.
The Gospel’s Audience: Matthew likely wrote to a Jewish-Christian audience,
and this understanding shapes his presentation of Jesus and his message.
Literary Features: Recognizing the literary techniques employed by Matthew
(e.g., inclusio, chiasm, and parallelisms) enhances our understanding of his
narrative structure and thematic intentions. The commentary will shed light
on these literary devices.

Conclusion

The New International Commentary on the New Testament volume on the Gospel of
Matthew is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking a comprehensive and
nuanced understanding of this pivotal New Testament book. Its rigorous
scholarship, detailed exegesis, and accessibility make it a valuable tool for
students, pastors, theologians, and anyone with a sincere desire to delve
deeper into the life, teachings, and ministry of Jesus Christ as presented by
Matthew. By engaging with this commentary, you’ll equip yourself with a
deeper understanding of the text, allowing you to more effectively engage
with its message and apply it to your life and faith.

FAQs

Is the NICNT on Matthew suitable for beginners? While accessible in its1.
writing style, the NICNT assumes a certain level of biblical literacy.
Beginners might find it beneficial to supplement it with a more
introductory commentary.

How does the NICNT on Matthew compare to other commentaries on Matthew?1.
The NICNT stands out for its comprehensive approach, detailed exegesis,
and strong theological insights. While other commentaries offer valuable
perspectives, the NICNT provides a robust and scholarly treatment.

Where can I purchase the NICNT on Matthew? The NICNT on Matthew is1.
widely available through online retailers like Amazon and Christian



bookstores, both in physical and digital formats (eBooks).

What are the potential limitations of using only the NICNT on Matthew?1.
Relying solely on one commentary, even a reputable one like the NICNT,
can be limiting. It's always good practice to consult multiple sources
and engage in critical reflection.

Are there different editions of the NICNT on Matthew? Yes, there may be1.
slight variations across editions, primarily in terms of updated
scholarship and minor revisions. Checking the publication date will help
you determine the edition you are using.
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