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The Complete Jewish Bible by David Stern: A
Deep Dive into Tanakh

Are you intrigued by the world of Jewish scripture? Have you always wanted a
deeper understanding of the Tanakh (Hebrew Bible), but felt intimidated by
the sheer volume of text and the varying translations? Then you’ve come to
the right place! This comprehensive guide dives deep into The Complete Jewish
Bible (CJB) by David Stern, exploring its unique approach, strengths,
weaknesses, and why it’s become a popular choice for both scholars and casual
readers. We'll uncover what makes this translation so special and help you
decide if it's the right resource for your journey of Jewish biblical study.

Understanding the Uniqueness of David Stern's
Translation

David Stern's The Complete Jewish Bible isn't just another translation of the
Tanakh. What sets it apart is its commitment to providing a readable,
contemporary English rendering while simultaneously retaining the nuances of
the original Hebrew and Aramaic. Stern, a Messianic Jew, aimed to make the
biblical text accessible to modern readers without sacrificing its original
meaning and context.

This differs from many other translations that prioritize either literal
accuracy (often sacrificing readability) or readability (sometimes at the
expense of accurate meaning). Stern attempts to achieve a delicate balance,
often providing copious footnotes explaining his choices and highlighting the
different interpretations throughout history.

Key Features of the CJB: Why It Stands Out

Several features elevate the CJB above other translations:

Comprehensive Scope: As the name suggests, it includes the entire Tanakh –
the Torah (Five Books of Moses), Nevi'im (Prophets), and Ketuvim (Writings) –
all in one volume. This makes it a single, convenient source for exploring
the entire Hebrew Bible.

Modern Language: Stern uses clear, contemporary English, making it accessible
to a broad audience, regardless of their biblical literacy. This
accessibility doesn't come at the cost of accuracy; Stern meticulously worked
to convey the meaning accurately in a way a modern reader can easily
understand.

Extensive Footnotes: This is arguably the CJB's most distinctive feature.
Stern’s footnotes aren't just simple clarifications; they often delve into
the complexities of the text, providing different interpretations, historical
context, and cross-references. This makes it a rich resource for deeper
study.



Inclusion of Aramaic: Parts of the biblical text, particularly in Daniel and
Ezra, are written in Aramaic. The CJB includes these sections in their
original Aramaic with a parallel English translation, allowing readers to
engage with the linguistic diversity of the text.

Focus on Context: Stern consistently emphasizes the historical and cultural
context of the biblical passages, helping readers understand the
circumstances under which they were written and their intended meaning within
their original setting.

Critiques and Considerations

While the CJB is lauded by many, it’s important to acknowledge some
criticisms:

Messianic Perspective: Stern's Messianic Jewish perspective inevitably
influences his translation choices and interpretations, particularly in
passages related to the Messiah. While this is explicitly acknowledged,
readers from other religious backgrounds should be aware of this potential
bias.

Lengthy Footnotes: While the extensive footnotes are a major strength, they
can also be overwhelming for some readers who prefer a more concise and
straightforward translation.

Potential for Over-Interpretation: The depth of the footnotes can lead to
over-interpretation in some cases. It's crucial to engage with the text
critically and not simply accept every interpretation without further
research.

Who Should Use the Complete Jewish Bible?

The CJB is an excellent resource for a wide range of individuals:

Students of Judaism: It offers a deep dive into the Tanakh, suitable for both
beginners and seasoned scholars. The footnotes provide invaluable context and
diverse interpretations.

Messianic Jews: The translation's inherent perspective resonates deeply with
this community, offering a relatable and insightful approach to the
scriptures.

Christian Scholars: The CJB provides a valuable Jewish perspective on the Old
Testament, crucial for interfaith dialogue and a more nuanced understanding
of Christian theology.

Anyone seeking a readable and insightful translation: Even without a specific
religious affiliation, the CJB provides an engaging and accessible way to
explore the rich history and literature of the Hebrew Bible.

Conclusion

David Stern's The Complete Jewish Bible stands as a unique and valuable
contribution to biblical scholarship and study. Its accessible language,
extensive footnotes, and commitment to contextual understanding make it an
exceptional resource for anyone seeking to engage deeply with the Tanakh.



While its Messianic perspective should be considered, its strengths far
outweigh its limitations, making it a powerful tool for both individual study
and group discussions.

FAQs

Is the CJB a literal or paraphrase translation? The CJB strives for a1.
balance, aiming for readability without sacrificing accuracy. It leans
towards a dynamic equivalence approach.

Are there other translations similar to the CJB? While no other1.
translation perfectly mirrors the CJB, the Jewish Publication Society
Tanakh is often compared due to its scholarly approach. However, the CJB
offers significantly more interpretive commentary.

Can I find the CJB online? While you can find excerpts online,1.
purchasing the complete physical or digital book is generally
recommended for the full experience.

Is the CJB suitable for beginners? While its depth may initially seem1.
daunting, the clear language and helpful footnotes make it surprisingly
accessible even to beginners. Starting with smaller sections is
recommended.

What other resources complement the CJB? A good Jewish commentary or1.
study Bible, along with reliable resources on Jewish history and
culture, would enhance the learning experience gained from using the
CJB.
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