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Research Paper on Reading Comprehension: A
Comprehensive Guide

So, you're tasked with writing a research paper on reading comprehension? Don't panic! While it
might seem daunting at first, this comprehensive guide will walk you through the entire process,
from brainstorming a compelling topic to crafting a polished, impactful final draft. We'll cover
everything from choosing the right research methodology to formatting your paper for submission.
This isn't just another "how to write a paper" guide; we'll delve into the nuances of researching
reading comprehension specifically, ensuring your paper stands out. Let's get started!

I. Choosing a Compelling Research Topic on Reading
Comprehension

The foundation of any strong research paper is a well-defined, focused topic. For a research paper
on reading comprehension, the possibilities are vast. Avoid overly broad topics like "reading
comprehension strategies." Instead, consider narrowing your focus to a specific area, such as:

The impact of specific teaching methods: Explore the effectiveness of phonics-based instruction
versus whole language approaches on reading comprehension in elementary school students.
Reading comprehension and technology: Investigate the role of e-readers versus physical books in
comprehension levels. You could focus on a specific age group or reading material.
The relationship between reading comprehension and other cognitive skills: Examine the correlation
between working memory, vocabulary knowledge, and reading comprehension in adolescents.
Reading comprehension difficulties and interventions: Focus on a specific learning disability, like
dyslexia, and explore effective intervention strategies.
Cultural influences on reading comprehension: Investigate how cultural background and linguistic
diversity affect reading comprehension outcomes.
The impact of digital distractions on reading comprehension: Analyze how multitasking and social
media usage affect the ability to comprehend text.
Reading comprehension and different text types: Compare comprehension rates for fiction, non-
fiction, and poetry. You could examine the impact of different text structures.
The role of prior knowledge in reading comprehension: Explore how a reader's background
knowledge influences their ability to understand complex texts.

Remember to choose a topic that genuinely interests you. Your enthusiasm will translate into a more
engaging and insightful paper. Once you have a potential topic, conduct preliminary research to
ensure sufficient resources are available.

II. Conducting Thorough Research: Gathering Data for Your



Paper

Once you've selected your topic, it's time to dive into the research. This involves more than just a
quick Google search. You need a robust research strategy that yields credible and relevant data.
Consider these steps:

Literature Review: Begin by reviewing existing literature on your chosen topic. Use academic
databases like JSTOR, ERIC, PsycINFO, and PubMed to locate peer-reviewed articles, books, and
dissertations. Take meticulous notes and synthesize the information to identify gaps in the existing
research. Your literature review will form a crucial part of your paper.
Methodology: Choose a suitable research methodology. This might involve quantitative methods
(e.g., surveys, experiments) or qualitative methods (e.g., interviews, case studies, ethnographic
observations). The best method depends on your research question and resources. Clearly articulate
your methodology in your paper.
Data Collection: If your research involves collecting original data, follow rigorous procedures to
ensure accuracy and reliability. If using existing datasets, carefully examine their limitations and
potential biases.
Data Analysis: Analyze your data using appropriate statistical techniques (for quantitative data) or
qualitative analysis methods (for qualitative data). Present your findings clearly and concisely in
your paper.

III. Structuring Your Research Paper on Reading
Comprehension

A well-structured research paper is crucial for clear communication. Follow a standard academic
format, typically including:

Abstract: A concise summary of your research paper, including the background, methods, results,
and conclusions.
Introduction: Sets the stage by providing background information on reading comprehension and
stating your research question or hypothesis.
Literature Review: Summarizes relevant prior research and identifies gaps in knowledge.
Methodology: Details your research design, participants, data collection procedures, and data
analysis techniques.
Results: Presents your findings clearly and objectively, using tables, graphs, or other visual aids
where appropriate.
Discussion: Interprets your results, discusses their implications, and relates them back to existing
research.
Conclusion: Summarizes your key findings and conclusions, and suggests directions for future
research.
References: Lists all sources cited in your paper using a consistent citation style (e.g., APA, MLA).

IV. Writing a Compelling and Well-Supported Argument

Your research paper should present a clear and well-supported argument. Avoid making
unsubstantiated claims. Every assertion should be backed up by evidence from your research. Use
strong transitions to connect your ideas and create a logical flow. Write in a clear and concise style,
avoiding jargon or overly technical language unless appropriate for your audience. Proofread



carefully to eliminate any grammatical errors or typos.

V. Polishing and Submitting Your Research Paper

Before submitting your paper, carefully review it for clarity, coherence, and accuracy. Have a friend
or colleague proofread it for you. Ensure your paper adheres to the formatting guidelines specified
by your institution or journal. Submit your paper on time and according to the instructions provided.

Conclusion

Writing a research paper on reading comprehension can be a rewarding experience. By following
the steps outlined in this guide, you can produce a high-quality paper that contributes to the field.
Remember to choose a focused topic, conduct thorough research, structure your paper logically, and
write clearly and concisely. Good luck!

FAQs

What are some good databases for finding research on reading comprehension? JSTOR, ERIC,1.
PsycINFO, PubMed, and Google Scholar are excellent starting points. Your university library
likely subscribes to additional databases.

How long should a research paper on reading comprehension be? The length will depend on1.
the requirements of your assignment or publication. Typical undergraduate papers range from
10 to 20 pages, while graduate-level papers can be significantly longer.

What citation style should I use? The required citation style will be specified by your instructor1.
or journal. Common styles include APA, MLA, and Chicago.

How can I improve my writing style for a research paper? Focus on clarity, conciseness, and1.
precision. Use strong verbs and avoid passive voice whenever possible. Seek feedback from
others on your writing.

What if my research doesn't support my hypothesis? That's perfectly fine! Negative results are1.
still valuable and contribute to our understanding of reading comprehension. Discuss your
findings honestly and explore potential explanations for your results in your discussion section.
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