
pyongyang a journey in north korea

Pyongyang: A Journey in North Korea – Unveiling the
Mysteries of the Hermit Kingdom

Introduction:

Ever dreamt of stepping into a world shrouded in mystery, a place where the past intertwines with a
carefully crafted present? Pyongyang, the capital of North Korea, offers just that. This isn’t your typical
tourist destination; it's a journey into an enigmatic nation, a carefully curated experience that reveals
glimpses into a society vastly different from our own. This blog post will guide you through the intricacies
of planning a trip to Pyongyang, highlighting what to expect, what to see, and most importantly, what to
keep in mind before venturing into the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK). Get ready for a
unique and unforgettable adventure – a journey into the heart of Pyongyang.

Understanding the Unique Nature of North Korean Tourism:

Before we dive into the sights and sounds of Pyongyang, it's crucial to understand the unique context of
tourism in North Korea. This isn't backpacking through Southeast Asia or a relaxing beach vacation.
Tourism in the DPRK is highly controlled and guided. You will almost always be accompanied by
government-appointed guides, and your movements will be carefully monitored. This isn't meant to
discourage you, but rather to set realistic expectations. Knowing this beforehand ensures you're mentally
prepared for a truly unique travel experience. Embrace the controlled environment as an opportunity to
witness a different perspective, a carefully constructed reality.

Planning Your Trip to Pyongyang: The Essentials:

Visiting North Korea requires meticulous planning. Independent travel is not permitted; you must book
your tour through a licensed agency specializing in North Korean travel. These agencies handle all the visa
processes, accommodation, and guided tours. Research thoroughly and choose a reputable agency with
positive reviews. Pay close attention to the itinerary; understand what's included and what's not.
Remember, communication within North Korea can be limited, so relying on your agency is crucial.

Essential Documents: You will need a visa, secured through your chosen travel agency, and your passport
must have sufficient validity beyond your travel dates. Travel insurance specifically covering North Korea
is also highly recommended.



What to Expect in Pyongyang: A Glimpse into the City

Pyongyang is a meticulously planned city, showcasing impressive monuments, grand squares, and wide
boulevards. The architecture blends socialist realism with traditional Korean elements. Expect to see
imposing statues of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il, the country's founding father and his son, respectively.
These statues are integral to the city's landscape and reflect the country’s deep-rooted ideology.

Key Attractions in Pyongyang:

Kim Il-sung Square: One of the world's largest city squares, this is the heart of Pyongyang, often hosting
mass gatherings and military parades.
Kumsusan Palace of the Sun: The mausoleum where the embalmed bodies of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il
are preserved. A visit is solemn and respectful, a poignant reflection on North Korea's history and
leadership.
Mansudae Grand Monument: A colossal statue of Kim Il-sung and Kim Jong-il, a powerful symbol of the
nation's ideology.
The Victorious Fatherland Liberation War Museum: A museum dedicated to the Korean War, showcasing
the North Korean perspective of the conflict.
Pyongyang Metro: A marvel of underground engineering, the Pyongyang Metro is known for its lavishly
decorated stations, showcasing impressive mosaics and chandeliers.

Beyond the Monuments: A Deeper Look at Pyongyang

While the grand monuments are striking, Pyongyang offers glimpses beyond the official narrative. You
might encounter ordinary citizens going about their daily lives, providing a small window into their
routines. Observe the architecture, the street scenes, and the interactions between people – these subtle
details can offer a richer understanding of the city's atmosphere. Remember, however, that spontaneous
interaction with locals is generally discouraged.

Cultural Experiences and Etiquette in Pyongyang:

Respectful behaviour is paramount in North Korea. Follow your guide's instructions carefully, and be
mindful of local customs. Photography might be restricted in certain areas. Avoid any actions that could be
interpreted as disrespectful towards the leaders or the country's ideology. Be prepared for a tightly
controlled experience; spontaneity is not a hallmark of North Korean tourism.

What to Pack for Your Pyongyang Journey:

Pack modestly and respectfully. Avoid anything that could be deemed provocative or offensive. Neutral-
colored clothing is recommended. Comfortable walking shoes are essential as you'll likely be doing a



considerable amount of walking. Bring a universal travel adapter as the electrical outlets in North Korea
differ from those in many other countries. Consider bringing small gifts for your guides, such as pens or
small trinkets. Remember to bring enough cash (Euro is often preferred) for souvenirs and tips, as credit
cards are generally not accepted.

Conclusion:

A journey to Pyongyang is unlike any other travel experience. It's a journey into a world that operates on
different rules and priorities. It’s a chance to witness a unique culture and a meticulously constructed
society, understanding the historical context and appreciating the complexities of this fascinating nation.
While the experience will be highly structured, it offers a rare and thought-provoking insight into a rarely
seen part of the world. Embrace the journey and prepare for a trip that will leave a lasting impression.

FAQs:

Is it safe to travel to North Korea? Safety is relative. While generally safe for tourists following tour1.
guidelines, political sensitivity and unpredictability exist. Travel with a reputable agency and strictly
adhere to their instructions.

Can I use my phone in North Korea? Most international SIM cards won't work. Limited local SIM1.
cards might be available through your agency, but internet access is heavily restricted.

What currency should I bring? Euros are generally preferred, although US dollars are sometimes1.
accepted. Bring cash as credit cards are rarely accepted.

What's the food like in Pyongyang? North Korean cuisine is a blend of Korean and Chinese1.
influences. Expect dishes featuring rice, noodles, vegetables, and sometimes meat.

Can I bring my camera? Yes, but photography might be restricted in certain areas. Always ask your1.
guide before taking pictures. Be mindful of what you photograph – avoid sensitive locations or



anything that might be perceived as disrespectful.
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