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Orton-Gillingham Training Denver: Finding the Right Program

for You

Are you a teacher, tutor, or therapist in the Denver area looking to enhance your skills in literacy
intervention? Or perhaps you're a parent searching for the best Orton-Gillingham (OG) training to
support your child's reading and spelling development? Finding the right Orton-Gillingham training in
Denver can feel overwhelming, with numerous programs and varying levels of accreditation. This
comprehensive guide will navigate you through the key considerations, helping you select the perfect
Orton-Gillingham training Denver program to meet your specific needs. We'll explore the benefits of
OG, delve into what to look for in a quality program, and highlight resources available in the Denver

metro area.

Understanding the Power of Orton-Gillingham

Before diving into the specifics of finding training, let's understand why Orton-Gillingham is so highly
regarded. Developed by Anna Gillingham and Samuel Orton in the early 20th century, the OG
approach is a highly structured, multisensory reading and spelling instruction method. It directly
addresses the underlying neurological challenges often associated with dyslexia and other learning

differences. Instead of relying on rote memorization, OG emphasizes:

Multisensory learning: Engaging multiple senses (visual, auditory, kinesthetic, tactile) to solidify
learning. Think tracing letters in sand, saying sounds aloud, and using manipulatives.

Systematic and sequential instruction: Introducing phonics skills in a logical, progressive order, building
a strong foundation for reading and spelling.

Explicit and systematic phonics: Directly teaching letter-sound relationships, rather than relying on

implicit learning.



Diagnostic teaching: Continuously assessing student progress and adapting instruction to meet

individual needs.

This structured, evidence-based approach has proven incredibly effective for students struggling with

reading and spelling, making OG training invaluable for educators and therapists alike.

Choosing the Right Orton-Gillingham Training in Denver: Key Factors

Selecting the right Orton-Gillingham training Denver program requires careful consideration. Here are

some crucial factors to keep in mind:

Accreditation: Look for programs accredited by the International Multisensory Structured Language
Education Council (IMSLEC) or the Academy of Orton-Gillingham Practitioners and Educators

(AOGPE). These accreditations ensure a high standard of instruction and adherence to OG principles.

Course Structure and Content: Consider the program's length, format (in-person, online, hybrid), and
curriculum. Does it cover all aspects of OG, including phonological awareness, phonics, fluency,

vocabulary, and spelling? Are there opportunities for practical application and supervised teaching?

Instructor Expertise: Investigate the instructors' qualifications and experience. Are they certified OG
practitioners with a proven track record of success? Do they have experience working with diverse

learners?

Cost and Scheduling: Evaluate the program's tuition fees and scheduling options to ensure they align

with your budget and availability.

Post-Training Support: Does the program offer ongoing support and mentorship after completing the

course? This is crucial for maintaining your skills and addressing any challenges you may encounter.



Finding Orton-Gillingham Training Resources in Denver

Denver boasts a variety of resources for those seeking Orton-Gillingham training. While specific
programs come and go, a thorough online search using keywords like "Orton-Gillingham training
Denver," "OG training Colorado," or "dyslexia tutoring Denver" will uncover current options. Look for
program websites, contact local universities' education departments, and connect with professional
organizations specializing in literacy intervention. Check for reviews and testimonials to gain insights
from previous participants. Networking with other educators and therapists in the Denver area can also

provide valuable recommendations.

Remember to carefully review each program's curriculum, instructor qualifications, and accreditation

status before making a decision.

Beyond the Classroom: Implementing Orton-Gillingham Effectively

Even with excellent training, effectively implementing OG requires ongoing effort and adaptation.

Consider factors like:

Student assessment: Accurate assessment is crucial to tailoring OG instruction to individual student
needs.

Differentiated instruction: Modifying your approach to meet the diverse learning styles and needs within
a classroom or therapy setting.

Collaboration: Working collaboratively with parents, other educators, and specialists to create a
cohesive support system for students.

Ongoing professional development: Continuing to learn and refine your OG skills through workshops,

conferences, and peer networking.

Conclusion

Finding the right Orton-Gillingham training Denver program is an investment in your professional



growth and in the success of your students. By carefully considering the factors discussed above and
conducting thorough research, you can find a program that meets your specific needs and provides
you with the skills to effectively implement this powerful literacy intervention method. Remember that
choosing a reputable, accredited program will significantly enhance your success and your students'

learning journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is Orton-Gillingham only for students with dyslexia? While OG is incredibly effective for students
with dyslexia, it's also beneficial for students struggling with reading and spelling difficulties,

regardless of diagnosis. It provides a strong foundation in literacy skills for all learners.

1. How long does Orton-Gillingham training typically take? The length of OG training varies
depending on the program and level of certification sought. Programs can range from short

workshops to extensive, multi-year programs leading to certification.

1. What is the cost of Orton-Gillingham training in Denver? The cost of OG training varies
depending on the program length, intensity, and provider. It's advisable to contact individual

programs directly for pricing information.

1. Are there online Orton-Gillingham training options available in Colorado? While in-person training
offers valuable networking and hands-on experience, several reputable online OG training

programs are available, offering flexibility for those unable to attend in-person sessions.



1. What are the career prospects after completing Orton-Gillingham training? Completing Orton-
Gillingham training significantly enhances career prospects for teachers, tutors, and therapists
working with students struggling with literacy. It opens doors to specialized roles focusing on

dyslexia intervention and provides a competitive edge in the education field.
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