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Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition:
A Comprehensive Review

Are you a graphic design student grappling with the vast and ever-evolving
world of visual communication? Or perhaps a seasoned professional looking to
refresh your understanding of design history? Then look no further! This in-
depth review dives into the quintessential resource for anyone serious about
graphic design: Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition. We'll explore
its strengths, weaknesses, and why it remains a cornerstone text for students
and professionals alike. Prepare to embark on a journey through design
history, unlocking the secrets behind iconic visuals and understanding the
evolution of the field.

What Makes Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th
Edition, So Essential?

Meggs' History of Graphic Design, now in its sixth edition, isn't just
another textbook; it's a comprehensive chronicle meticulously charting the
development of graphic design from its earliest roots to the digital age.
This isn't a superficial overview; it's a deep dive into the cultural,
social, and technological forces that have shaped the visual landscape.

The book's enduring popularity stems from several key factors:

Comprehensive Coverage: The 6th edition masterfully weaves together a broad
spectrum of design movements, styles, and influential figures. From ancient
hieroglyphs to contemporary digital design, Meggs meticulously traces the
evolution of visual communication, offering a rich tapestry of historical
context. It doesn't shy away from complex topics, providing nuanced analyses
of significant periods and movements.

Visually Rich: Understanding graphic design history requires seeing the
designs themselves. Meggs' excels in its abundant use of high-quality images.
Hundreds of illustrations, meticulously selected and reproduced, bring the
historical context to life. These visuals aren't merely decorative; they
serve as crucial elements of the narrative, allowing readers to appreciate
the nuances of each design style and its historical significance.

Accessible Writing Style: Despite the complexity of the subject matter, Meggs
writes in a remarkably accessible style. The text avoids overly academic
jargon, making the information digestible for both students and design
professionals. The narrative flow is engaging, keeping the reader interested
throughout the lengthy journey through design history.

Updated Content: The 6th edition reflects the significant shifts in the
field, particularly the impact of digital technologies. It incorporates
contemporary design trends, movements, and technologies, maintaining its
relevance in a rapidly evolving digital landscape. This keeps the book
current and relevant for today's designers.



Thorough Research and Scholarship: The book is a product of rigorous research
and scholarship, providing a solid foundation of factual information. It
cites sources meticulously, enhancing its credibility and allowing for
further exploration of specific topics. This academic rigor is essential for
students working on research papers or projects.

Exploring Key Strengths and Weaknesses of the 6th
Edition

While Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition, is widely considered the
gold standard, it's crucial to acknowledge both its strengths and weaknesses:

Strengths:

Unparalleled breadth of coverage: As mentioned earlier, the book's
comprehensive scope is unparalleled. It explores a vast range of design
disciplines, including advertising, branding, typography, and web design.
Expert analysis of key movements: The book expertly analyzes significant
design movements, such as Art Nouveau, Bauhaus, and the International
Typographic Style, providing deep insights into their origins, principles,
and influence.

Incorporation of diverse perspectives: The 6th edition strives to incorporate
more diverse voices and perspectives within the design history narrative,
acknowledging the contributions of women and designers from underrepresented
communities. While there's still room for improvement in this area, the
effort is notable.

Weaknesses:

Length and Depth: The sheer volume of information can be overwhelming for
some readers. The comprehensive nature, while a strength, can also be a
drawback for those seeking a quicker, less detailed overview.

Potential for Bias: Despite efforts toward inclusivity, a certain degree of
bias may still exist in the selection and presentation of historical
information. Critical readers should approach the text with a discerning eye.
Price: The book's comprehensive nature and detailed illustrations come at a
price, making it a significant investment for some students.

Beyond the Textbook: Supplementing Your Learning

While Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition is an invaluable
resource, it's beneficial to supplement your learning with additional
materials. Consider exploring online resources, museum exhibits, and
documentaries to gain a richer understanding of the topics covered in the
book. Actively searching for additional information, exploring designers
mentioned in the book, and immersing yourself in different design styles will
enhance your understanding and appreciation of the field.

Conclusion

Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition remains an essential text for
anyone serious about graphic design. Its comprehensive coverage, visually
rich presentation, and accessible writing style make it a cornerstone
resource for students and professionals alike. While acknowledging its
limitations, the book's strengths overwhelmingly outweigh its weaknesses,



solidifying its position as a leading work in the field. Invest in this book,
and you'll invest in a deeper understanding and appreciation of the rich
history behind the wvisual world that surrounds us.

FAQs

1. Is the 6th edition significantly different from previous editions? Yes,
the 6th edition incorporates updated content reflecting contemporary
design trends and the impact of digital technologies. It also features a
more inclusive perspective, aiming to represent diverse voices within
design history.

1. Is this book suitable for beginners? While the comprehensive nature
might seem daunting, the accessible writing style makes it suitable for
beginners. However, those new to design history might find it beneficial
to supplement their reading with other introductory materials.

1. What are the best ways to use this book effectively? Start by reading
the introductory chapters to grasp the overall structure and timeline.
Then, focus on specific periods or movements that interest you most. Use
the illustrations as focal points for understanding and engage in
further research on designers and movements that pique your curiosity.

1. Are there any alternative books that cover similar ground? While Meggs
is the gold standard, other excellent history of design books exist,
including "A History of Graphic Design" by Philip B. Meggs and Alston W.
Purvis, though they might differ in focus and depth.

1. Where can I purchase Meggs' History of Graphic Design, 6th Edition? You
can purchase it from major online retailers like Amazon, Barnes & Noble,
and directly from publishers. Check for used copies for a potentially
lower price.
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