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A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign
Students: F.T. Wood In-Depth Review

Are you a foreign student struggling to master the intricacies of English
grammar? Does the sheer volume of rules and exceptions leave you feeling
overwhelmed? Then you've come to the right place. This comprehensive guide
delves into A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign Students by F.T. Wood, a
classic text renowned for its clarity and effectiveness. We'll explore its
strengths, weaknesses, and ultimately, whether it's the right grammar
resource for your needs.

This post will provide a detailed review of F.T. Wood's book, covering its
key features, target audience, pedagogical approach, and overall
effectiveness for foreign language learners. We'll also discuss potential
alternatives and offer practical advice on how to best utilize this resource
in your English language learning journey.

Understanding F.T. Wood's Approach

F.T. Wood's A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign Students isn't your
average grammar textbook. It's designed specifically for learners who have
already encountered some English but need a systematic and thorough review of
the fundamentals. Wood’s approach is characterized by:

Clear and Concise Explanations: The book avoids unnecessary jargon and
presents complex grammatical concepts in a straightforward, accessible
manner. Each rule is explained clearly, with plenty of examples to illustrate
its application.

Focus on Practical Application: Theory is balanced with practice. The book
includes a wealth of exercises that allow students to apply what they've
learned. This hands-on approach is crucial for reinforcing understanding and
building confidence.

Systematic Progression: The material is presented in a logical sequence,
building from basic concepts to more advanced topics. This systematic
approach allows students to gradually build their grammatical knowledge and
skills.

Emphasis on Error Correction: Wood emphasizes identifying and correcting
common errors made by foreign language learners. This proactive approach
helps students avoid repeating mistakes.



Strengths of "A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign
Students"”

Several factors contribute to the enduring popularity of F.T. Wood's book:

Accessibility: The language is simple and direct, avoiding complex linguistic
terminology that might confuse beginners.

Comprehensive Coverage: The book covers a broad range of grammatical topics,
from basic sentence structure to more advanced aspects like relative clauses
and participial phrases.

Abundant Practice Exercises: The wealth of exercises provides ample
opportunities for students to practice their grammar skills.

Self-Study Friendly: The book's structure and clear explanations make it
suitable for self-study, though it can also be used effectively in a
classroom setting.

Potential Weaknesses and Considerations

While highly regarded, A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign Students isn't
without its limitations:

Outdated Language: The book's age might reflect in some of the examples and
vocabulary used, which may not always align with contemporary English usage.
Lack of Multimedia Resources: Unlike many modern textbooks, it doesn't offer
supplementary multimedia resources like audio or video materials.

Limited Focus on Usage: While it covers grammatical rules, it might not delve
deeply into the nuances of idiomatic expression or stylistic choices.

Who Should Use F.T. Wood's Grammar Book?

This book is particularly well-suited for:

Intermediate-level learners: Students who already possess some basic
grammatical knowledge but require a structured review and more in-depth
understanding.

Self-directed learners: Individuals who prefer self-paced learning and
require a clear, self-explanatory resource.

Students preparing for examinations: The systematic approach and extensive
practice exercises can be beneficial for exam preparation.

Alternatives and Complementary Resources

While F.T. Wood's book remains a valuable resource, other grammar books offer
different approaches and might be more suitable depending on individual
learning styles and needs. Consider exploring contemporary grammar textbooks
that incorporate multimedia elements and focus on practical communication
skills. Supplementing this book with online grammar exercises and language



exchange partners can significantly enhance learning.
Conclusion

A Remedial English Grammar for Foreign Students by F.T. Wood is a solid and
dependable grammar textbook, particularly for intermediate learners seeking a
structured and comprehensive review of English grammar. While its age might
mean some aspects are less contemporary, its clarity, systematic approach,
and wealth of practice exercises continue to make it a valuable learning
tool. Consider your individual learning style and needs when choosing a
grammar textbook, but for a focused and effective review of the fundamentals,
F.T. Wood's book remains a strong contender.

FAQs

1. Is F.T. Wood's grammar book suitable for absolute beginners? No, it's
best suited for students with some prior knowledge of English grammar.
Absolute beginners might find it challenging.

1. Does the book include a key to the exercises? Most editions include an
answer key, but it’s best to check the specific edition you are
considering.

1. Are there online resources that complement this book? While there aren't
official online resources, many websites and apps offer grammar
exercises that align with the topics covered in the book.

1. How does this book compare to other remedial grammar books? Compared to
more modern books, F.T. Wood might lack multimedia features but excels
in its clear and concise explanations and systematic approach.

1. Is this book suitable for preparing for the IELTS or TOEFL exams? While
it won't directly prepare you for the specific test formats, mastering
the grammar concepts covered in the book will significantly improve your
performance on these exams.
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